
 

Ysleta High School Early College Academy (YHSECA) 

Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, September 27, 2018 

9:00 a.m., Ysleta HS, Academic Center, Rm. 502 
 

Attendees: Mr. Phillip Hash, Mr. Greg Mactagone, Ms. Kerry Ann Gardner, Ms. Tonie Badillo, Ms. Irma 
Craver-Castillo, Mr. René Chávez, Ms. Michelle Kehrwald, and Ms. Olaya Cázares. 

Guest: Dr. Ondrea Quiros 

I. Welcome & Introductions 
Everyone was welcomed to the Academy and introductions were made. 

II. Tejano Passport Program 
Dr. Quiros gave a presentation on the Tejano Passport Program. The program includes 
campus activities that are posted on their website. There are several pages of things to do in 
El Paso. A calendar is posted and the students can use it to select free events at all campuses 
and throughout the community. Anyone with an EPCC user name and password can access 
the calendar. Students add points as they attend, and they can earn a silver or gold medals to 
wear at graduation. Ms. Kehrwald mentioned that she has a meeting regularly with the dual 
credit coordinators; Dr. Quiros will be contacted to present to this group. 

III. Administrator's Updates 
Mr. Hash reported that 21 students needing remediation passed the TSI reading portion. Mr. 
Hash has the assistance of two part-time teachers, and they are also using the online test 
prep-Shmoop for practice. Sixteen sophomores are still working on the TSI reading portion. 
These students might not be able to get degree, but, they will finish core complete. 

IV. Cohort Information 
The new cohort has 107 students. The different ways of calculating graduation rates was 
brought up. Both EPCC and ECHS calculate data differently. Mr. Hash indicated that 
recruiting and tracking students was a big issue. 

V. Recruitment of Third Cohort 
Ms. Badillo inquired about the recruitment of the third cohort. As per Ms. Kehrwald, all three 
ECHS in the district will have a forty-minute presentation at the middle schools the last two 
weeks in October. 
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Mr. Hash met with YISD representatives to discuss marketing ideas to recruit students. They 
are exploring the idea of using current students to develop videos and targeting students 
through Twitter. 

VI. Registration & Re-designation Application 
There are still fewer male students than female. The idea of inviting students from an early 
college within a school that participate in sports is being explored. They can help in 
recruitment by addressing question on how they balance sports and early college. 

VII. ECHS Web Pages Needed 
Mr. Hash indicated that documents required by the TEA have been uploaded to the web. Ms. 
Badillo recommended to mention that degrees are granted by EPCC and to make sure the 
documents are visible to the public. 

VIII. Purchases for FY 2018-19 
Ms. Badillo announced the deadline for purchases: June 1, 2019. 

IX. Other 
Mr. Mactagone asked for guidance on enrolling students in on-line or campus based courses. 
Mr. Chávez suggested a counseling session to review academic plans with students. Session 
to be scheduled in February 2019. 

Mr. Chávez inquired about partnering with a middle school counselor to do some 
brainstorming on fields of study. Ms. Melissa Alvarez from Rio Bravo Middle School and 
Mr. Luis Jaquez from the College Readiness Office were recommended. 

X. Next meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for November 9, 9:00 a.m. at YHSECA. 


